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Dean’s Mum
The positive and nurturing 
environment that is Alderman 
Knight School enables all of 
its pupils to reach their full 
potential; academically, socially 
and culturally. The opportunities 
offered to develop their sense 
of self worth is exceptional and 
I am grateful for every day my 
son spends at this very special 
school.

Liam’s Mum and Dad
Well Liam has seen out year 
7 in a school that has brought 
the best out of him, he has made 
friends, joined after school clubs, 
joined the choir and dancing, 
has a great relationship with 
his teachers, what parent could 
ask for more for a child. Liam 
has become a person, who now 
thinks for himself, smiles so 
much more and loves to go to 
school. A Big Thank You!

Adam’s Mum
Thank you so much for everything 
everyone has done for Adam 
during his years with you. I cannot 
praise everyone enough for the 
excellent caring and professional 
attitude that I have always 
encountered. I have always felt 
my son was in the best, safest 
place for his needs, and I am 
sure he will miss coming to 
school (in his own way)

Lisa’s Mum
Alderman Knight is a school 
that helps and encourages 
children to be the best they can 
be. It nurtures them and helps 
them grow into mature people 
able to be a benefit to society. 
Four of my children attended 
Alderman Knight School and 
I am very happy with the 
education they received.



I look forward to going to Alderman Knight School every day. 
All of the teachers understand me, and treat us all the same. 
I can be myself here, and I get lots of praise for my hard work 
which makes me happy. Reece

William’s Mum
You understand ‘Family Support’ 
and know the whole family plays 
a vital role in the education of 
our special children. You work 
with us, and support us and our 
children in their learning.

Thomas’s Mum
This is such a wonderful caring 
school where the pupils always 
come first. I am so pleased that 
Thomas has the opportunity to 
benefit from all the fantastic 
things on offer.

Jo Plisson, Teacher
At Alderman Knight the welfare 
of our children is our priority. 
We work hard to ensure that all 
pupils are safe and happy whilst 
also achieving their full potential. 
We are very aware that each 
pupil has his or her individual 
needs relating to their learning 
and personal development 
and we work hard to provide 
individualised support to each 
and every child in our care, whilst 
also promoting independence.

Luke’s Mum
There are not enough schools like 
Alderman Knight. It is a fantastic 
school, Luke is most certainly 
in the right place. The staff are 
amazing, I cannot thank them 
enough for what they do for Luke 
and support me.
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Alderman Knight is an outstanding and well-established 
school for up to 100 children aged 5 to 16 years with 
a range of special educational needs. The majority 
of children have moderate and additional complex 
learning needs.  This includes children with Autism, 
speech, language and communication needs. A small 
minority have more severe learning difficulties. The 
school has been awarded specialist status in the area 
of Communication and Interaction and has gained the 
Healthy Schools award.

The school has an excellent reputation and has a highly 
skilled and dedicated staff team who work together to 
ensure all children experience an exciting curriculum 
tailored to meet their individual needs. As a result there 
is a safe, caring and supportive ethos that enables them to 
be happy at school and achieve very well in their learning. 
This was recognised by the most recent OfSTED inspection. 
[December 2010] 

 This is an 
outstanding school. 
Parents are very 
happy for their 
children to attend 
and the pupils 
greatly enjoy their 
learning. Standards 
of care and the 
safeguarding of 
pupils are excellent. 
As a result the pupils 
attend regularly and 
their behaviour is 
outstanding.



Communication and Interaction
All children at Alderman Knight 
have some needs in the area of 
communication and interaction
and it is extremely important that in 
everything we do we work to help them 
develop these skills. This will help give 
them the confidence and skills to be 
able to be fully included in the wider
community when they leave school. 
To support the development of these 
skills the school uses a range of 
strategies and approaches including:  

n use of the Gloucestershire Total 
Communication approach and 
support for all staff, pupils and 
parents to learn to sign through 
sessions in school, parents evening 
classes and newsletters; 

n use of visual and signing strategies 
in the teaching and learning routines 
for pupils;

n use of social stories to develop 
thinking skills and support changes in 
behaviour or preparation for change;  

n visual timetables for groups and 
individuals; work stations; timers; low 
stimulus classrooms; communication 
and interaction/social use of language 
sessions for pupils; 

n embedding personal, social, health 
and citizenship education [PSHCE], 
literacy and numeracy skills within 
every aspect of the school curriculum; 

n structured activities during breaks; 

n annual school residential journeys; 

n after-school clubs and activities all 
designed to develop interaction skills;

n additional support provided by other 
professionals who work with individual 
pupils, small groups of pupils and with 
staff as appropriate.

Teaching and Learning
Classrooms are happy places. Class 
size is usually below ten and each 
class will have at least one teacher and 
one teaching assistant. All teachers are 
skilled at establishing and promoting 
the learning of pupils of all abilities and 
teaching assistants give sensitive and 
effective support. Because of this, the 
pupils feel confident to learn new things 
and they really enjoy their learning. 
Additional support with learning is 
provided by other professionals as 
appropriate. This typically includes 
Speech and Language therapy, 
Education Psychology, school nurse, 
Learning Mentors and Youth Support 

Services.  Total Communication, a form 
of signing, is used as well as language 
to enhance and support pupils under- 
standing and hence their learning

The Curriculum 
The curriculum provides a broad and 
balanced experience that reflects the 
individual needs of pupils and ensures 
a firm focus on developing personal and 
practical skills. There is a wide range 
of interventions which are personalised 
to meet the identified learning needs of 
pupils as necessary. These effectively 
support pupils’ basic skills and 
language acquisition as well as help 
them develop their understanding of 
good behaviour and social interaction.  
English and mathematics are carefully 
and successfully integrated into other 
subjects and this reinforces pupils’ 
learning, particularly in practical 
situations such as cooking. 

One of the unique aspects of the 
school is that as pupils move through 
the school, they follow a similar 
curriculum model to that found in 
mainstream primary and secondary 
schools. However pupils are grouped 
according to need and personal and 
social development as well as age 
which supports teaching and learning. 
Pupils in the secondary phase are 
taught by specialist teachers in 
specialist teaching rooms and in the last 
two years of their education at Alderman 
Knight pupils follow a very wide range 
of externally accredited courses which 
lead to qualifications on a variety 
of levels including GCSE and other 
National Qualifications.

The curriculum is enhanced 
considerably by a range of visiting 
artists, sports coaches, musicians and 
drama specialists. Within the primary 
phase all pupils go swimming every 
week and throughout the secondary 
phase pupils also have the opportunity 
to swim as part of PE and games 
sessions. Primary and Key Stage 3 
pupils experience ‘Forest School’ as 
part of their curriculum on a local farm 
led by members of the school staff. 
The school has a choir and performs 
regularly both in school and the wider 
community. Breakfast and lunchtime 
clubs [optional] are also a key part 
of every day and provide additional 
supported opportunities for children 
to learn important social skills and 
help them interact effectively. Pupils 
experience many other trips, including 
residential activity holidays throughout 
their time in school. All these extra 
experiences add greatly to their social 
and cultural understanding and their 
self-confidence in a variety of situations. 



Care, support and guidance
It is hugely important to us that all 
our pupils know and trust the adults 
that work with them and look after 
them and we are rigorous in our 
safeguarding procedures and Ofsted 
judged this to be another area where 
provision is exceptional. Pupils feel 
very safe and well cared for and 
relationships are friendly and relaxed 
throughout the school, which has a 
very positive influence on the quality 
of pupils’ learning.  Visitors to the 
school comment that the school feels 
calm and secure. The school places 
huge importance on the development 
of pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and 
cultural understanding. Pupils really 
do value the closeness of our school 
community and they will gladly take 
on responsibilities and the older 
pupils keep a close lookout for 
younger children.  

Promoting independence, self 
confidence and self belief underpins 
everything we do. We work hard to 
help all pupils take responsibility for 
their own learning as well as their 
personal and social development. 
Pupils are supported to manage 
their own behaviour and wherever 
possible they are involved in reviewing 
their learning and creating their own 
individual targets to support them 
in the next steps in their learning.  
Preparing pupils for when they leave 
school is paramount. Pupils are given 
every opportunity, through curriculum 
activities, work experience placements, 
college visits, taster days and meetings 
with a Personal adviser, to ensure they 
are able to make informed decisions 
about courses and colleges. 

Working in Partnership
The school endeavours to ensure 
relationships with parents and carers 
are positive and they feel fully confident 
in the school’s work. Information is 
shared with parents and carers in a 
variety of ways to make sure they are 
kept well informed about the school and 
their child’s progress. 

The school is highly committed to 
working in partnerships with other 
schools and Alderman Knight is a key 
part of the local educational provision. 
Outreach work is a huge aspect of 
the school’s specialist status work 
and the school works with all local 
primary schools providing support for 
staff, pupils and parents. There are 
also excellent curriculum links with 
the neighbouring secondary school 
whereby pupils from both schools visit 
for lessons and social activities. The 
school also provides inclusive holiday 

activities for all pupils with additional 
needs from the local community and 
activity days for siblings as well!

Throughout the year pupils are given 
every opportunity to be part of the 
local community. This has included 
performances in the local theatre and 
the abbey; Throughout their time in 
the school, pupils are encouraged 
successfully to learn about their 
responsibilities as citizens and to take 
part in activities which benefit the local 
and wider community.

Admissions
Pupils are admitted to the school 
following a request from the Local 
Education Authority. Pupils over the age 
of four are placed at Alderman Knight 
School following a multi-disciplinary 
assessment and will usually have a 
statement of Special Educational Needs 
already in place.

Alderman Knight School website
Please visit the school website 
for more information 
www.aks-glos.org.uk 

Local Authority Operational Brief 
for Alderman Knight School 
This can be found within the special 
school section on the Education and 
Learning page of the Gloucestershire 
County Council website 
www.gloucestershire.gov.uk 

Visits to the school 
or further information
If you would like to know more please 
contact the school. Visits are warmly 
welcomed. 
Telephone: 
01684 295639
Email: 
admin@aldermanknight.gloucs.sch.uk

Alderman 
Knight 
School 
Learning 
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together
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