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This term, our International Day was all about the country of Mexico. This is the first
international day to focus on a country from the continent of America. As always, |
am amazed at the creativity and resourcefulness of our staff in making the day so

unique and relevant for our pupils. This ranged from cooking quesadillas, a popular

Mexican dish made with tortilla wraps and various fillings, to learning about the 'Dia

de los Muertos' festival in R&W and its inspiration through the creation of Monarch

butterflies displayed in Art.

Pupils learnt about how colours were mixed to mimic the Mexican scientist
Guillermo Gonzalez Camarena's invention of colour television in science, how to
interpret Mexican poems in English, and all about the Aztecs in History, to name but
a few.

| would especially like to thank all the staff for their hard work, dedication, and
creativity in making Mexico Day a special and relevant event for our Key Stage 2 and
3 pupils. It was a brilliant day!

Thank you one and all.




Celebration Of
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For the past two years, we have been very fortunate as the school has celebrated | .‘,
different cultures by exploring different countries. It started off with Zambia Day when -
our first newsletter came out. et

Mr Waters

So far, we have experienced Zambia and Tanzania Day. We also got to enjoy
French Day and more recently Japan Day.

There have always been a variety of different activities going on, such as themed
foods, different cultural designs, exploration of artwork, sport and history of these '
countries which has been really enjoyable to see.
Once again, Mexico Day has enabled us to create an exciting newsletter which
reflects on everything that went on during the day.




% We were fortunate to have our three journalists who came to help during Mexico
M Day. Jess, Alex and Shane gave up their time to come and help with writing the
newsletter articles.

We were fortunate to have Jess and Alex back as they were a great help during
Japan Day and they enjoyed the day so much. Shane also agreed to come and help
out and see what was going on for the day.

Jess went round on her own, whilst Shane and Alex went in a pair. They all made
sure they got to see exactly what was going on so they could all view the activities
taking place across the school.

Without their help, the newsletter would not have happened and they were a credit to
the school.




Jess

Ailn Food Studies |l essons, pupils |l earnt how to make
Monday morning and they loved making and tasting the filled wraps, as well as trying
guacamole, sour cream and salsa with some tortilla chips! It was enjoyed by all and many said
they would make them again in the future. 0 Mr s Goss Food Studies

"/ \\/e went to visit the food room to see what pupils were going to be cooking that was
relating to Mexico Day. We went in and observed that 8B were making Quesadillas,
a popular Mexican dish.

The pupils were making a vegetarian version but if you wanted to add chicken or

beeftothem,you coul d. Theydd st ar t gratingthh chéddaa .

cheese and chopping the spring onion. Then they added a tablespoon of peppers,
sweetcorn, garlic, paprika and lime juice.

They would be placed onto a tortilla wrap and cooked which smelt delicious. It is a
simple but delicious recipe and they do not take long to make at all.

The class also looked at other Mexican foods such as Nachos, Fajitas, Tacos,
Churros, Burritos, Guacamole and Chilli Con Carne.




Mexican Coloured
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iln Science, we |l earnt about Guillermo Gonz&8&l ez Cama
thinks of the colour TV, which was created by John Logie Baird in 1928, but Camerena developed the
first Trichromatic Field Sequential System. This technology transmits moving images in red, green
and blue variations to achieve a spectrum of colour. In 1940, at 23-year-old, he patented a
chronoscope adapter for television equipment. This allowed black and white cameras of the day to
capture colour. Before his invention, televisions only broadcast images in monochrome. This was the
u first patent in the world for colour TV. NASA used this as recently as 1979 to transmit pictures from
Jupiter.

To put the colour theory into practice, the pupils used Newton's disc experiment, which demonstrates
that white light is composed of all the colours of the rainbow. They spun a disk with segments of
different colours, which appeared as white (or off-white) when rotated rapidly.

They had a great run testing the pre-made coloured discs and creating their own. | enjoy the MFL as it
allows us to focus on less well-known significant figures and how their work shapes our everyday
lives. Also, we can conduct experiments that may not link to the national curriculum.0  Mi s s
Science Teacher.

We went to visit 9NO6s science | esson
colour disk experiment. 9N were looking at different perceptions of colour and they
used motor, wires, crocodile clips and electronics.

Students created their own colour wheel using Mexican colours and would watch it
spin and see the colour it would make.

This was linked to Gullermo Gonzales Camarena who had invented the tricolour
field.




Monarch

Aln the Art Department we | ooked at the Monarch but:
Dead celebrations.
When the Monarch butterflies wake from hibernation, they all take off at the same time and
thousands and thousands of butterflies fly up and out of the Mexican rainforests and it is quite
a spectacle! We have created our own 'Flutter of Monarch Butterflies' in celebration of this
amazingly colourful natural spectacle which signifies the beginning the Day of The Dead
Fe st i MissIBergy Art Subject Lead

During 8KOs a,theclaksevers skeichingduttarflies - these were the
Monarch butterfly. The Monarch butterfly hibernates on trees in America and they
migrate in November to escape the winter.

This ties in with the Mexican theme as this is when the Mexicans celebrate Day of
the Dead.

It is believed that our ancestors thought that butterflies were the souls of the dead
who would come once a year, around the Day of the Dead, to meet their loved ones
and see how their lives were going.

The display of butterflies looked amazing in the art room with the painting as they
used many colours.




Mexican Day

Shane

AiOQur PGCE students taught on the day. I n
Spanish and played a game where the pupils asked for the ball in Spanish and then said thank
you. The pupils enjoyed this and loved playing the bells/boom whackers to one of the Coco
songs. They were not so keen on some of the country/culture foods they tasted but did well to
have a go! It was lovely to celebrate a country/culture that is so very different to our own and
linked well to our prior |l earning of
Miss Robson, Primary Teacher

English

il

AEmma Getting, our student teacher, took res_, <
activities such as food tasting (tortilla chips, salsa, guacamole, Mexican style rice), Day of the
Dead mask making, and learning to count in Spanish. They enjoyed learning all about a
different country and culture. The day was enjoyable and a nice opportunity for children to do
somet hi ng dJrPdwellf Rrimary Teeacher

..u-u-l

~ During our visit to Primary, we observed them learning Spanish greetings and X
playing a game of ball where they had to ask for the ball in Spanish and they hadto ¢
reply with thank you.

2H were starting off with their Spanish greeting and they had a song to help them raaM
learn to speak to Spanish.

When visiting 2P, they were making chatterboxes using Spanish names. They had

1 23 LK learnt to count to ten in Spanish.
E;; ‘J.iiQ,i
2 8; ‘];O During the visit to 2R, they were learning hello, good morning, goodnight and

goodbye in Spanish. They were also making fortune tellers with words translations
from Spanish to English making it colourful. In their maths lesson, they were
counting to ten in Spanish and played a game of Spanish number bingo in teams.




Marachi
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iMexican Day in Music was fun! We | earnt about the Ne¢
Mexican styles of music, particularly Mariachi music which made everyone feel happy! It has many
instruments, some of which are recognisable such as guitars and violins, and some that are less
familiar such as the guitarrén and vihuela. We also learnt about the costumes they wear. Everyone
thought that Mariachi music was upbeat, |

We went to see what was happening in Music with Mexico Day, we observed 7D and
they started the lesson listening to Himno Nacional Mexicano which is the Mexican
National Anthem.

The class had learnt that music is important to Mexicans as there were songs that | . 2
used to be sung to the gods asking for rain or good luck or good fortune. Music |
features at a lot of the Mexican festivals.

The traditional music for Mexico is called Mariachi music which is usually lively and
accompanies songs with a distinctive style and there are many popular Mariachi
bands out there today.

The class also looked at the different types of Mexican instruments such as guitars
and violins. However, there are many other instruments such as Maracas, the flute, |
trumpet and accordion.




Day of the
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Shane

AiWe examined Mexi can c u lDfaderlos Muetios (Dayeffthe Dead).oMewil i ng on
find out about the significance of this tradition and create decorative masks inspired by those used in
the celebrations. Mexican families introduce the concept of death at a young age and in a fun way, to
make sure children don't grow up to be scared of it. It was fun to hear about what the children had
been learning in different lessons and to hear them practising their Spanish greetings.0 Mr s Petri e
Humanities Lead

During the Geography and Religion & Worldviews lesson, we saw what 7J were |
learning about in Geography. They learned about the Day of the Dead and why | =
Mexicans celebrate it.

The pupils learnt about what they call the skulls, which are called Calacas, to help
students know death and to help them not be afraid of it. Day of the Dead is a
popular theme for Mexicans.

You can use skeletons and put sweets and toys inside. Many of the skeletons will be
smiling, meaning they laugh at death rather than fear it.

Students began decorating their skeletons with different patterns which looked
incredible.
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Mexican

Jess

ADuring the drama session, pupils had theg
dancing, including the Mexican Hat Dance, where pupils danced around a Sombrero, which
they tried on after the dance! Pupils also learnt the Spanish words for drama, theatre and
dance. This was such a fun and e
Miss Price Arts Award Teacher

- Today we went to go and see what was happening in Drama for Mexico Day and we
observed 7P. They all had a go at wearing their own sombrero which they enjoyed and were
listening to music.

They performed their very own Mexican hat dance where they would work in pairs linking
arms and then move onto the next person. The song was by Patty Shukla. They had a go .
dancing around the sombrero and everyone joined in.

“The pupils played a game of the Spanish Freeze Dance which is like musical statues and
froze when the music stopped. At the end of the performance, the class did a curtsey or a
bow.




Mayan Numbers
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fi taught Maths in KS3 Year 8 (8K) and Year 9 (9N) the Mayan symbols for numbers and a little bit

——:= e We also did

about Mayan history.

practical part
Mrs Diapouli Maths Teacher
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Mayan numbers were associated with the Maya numeral system. This was created

by the ancient Matya civilisation and they have their own symbols that they use.
There are three main symbols such as the d (.)=1, the bar (-)=5 and the shell

symbol=0

1 The numbers 1-19 are written using a combination of dots and bars some of

Mayan Math

o> ® ®ee® o000 ococe
0 1 2 3 4

— e S8, SS° 2225
5 6 7 9

= === == === ==

TOSE T i12- 02187014

the examples are

1 1=
T 5=-
1 6=-.

906000 oEE |

The system is positioned but stacked vertically the bottom level is for units (1s), the

next level up is for 20s.

In recent years, educators in southern Mexico have reintroduced the Maya numeral
system as a teaching tool to help strengthen maths skills.

o 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Example:

[ ]
28=(1x20)+8= _

.

433=(1x400)+ (1x20)+13= ®

Maya Numerals
1 a2y dene

6 7 8 9
e oo ooe cocce
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Jess

Al n DT we designed and created a model of a Trophy fo
We looked at a range of Mexican traditions and symbols such as the marigolds, the egale and
the Aztecs. We then looked the importance of the green, red, white and gold colours. This was

used to inspire ideas.

It was lovely to see the range of activities and the vibrant inspiration across the school.o

Miss Attenborough DT Teacher

We went to see what was happening in the DT room. It was 9K, and they were learning
about artistic elements. They looked at Aztec geometry and designed a trophy with Mexican
patterns.

The task was to create their own trophy in a Mexican style, which was to do with the country
co-hosting the World Cup in 2026. Pupils could use floral elements, skulls, bright colours,
and Mexican-style patterns and doodles.

Once they had finished their trophy, they could create their own 3D design of the World Cup
using the different patterns they wanted to use.

LY There was a also talk on the importance of the Mexican flag's colours, as the colours have
&% meanings. Green means hope, white means unity, and red represents the spilled blood of




My Interview with

Al n the Engl welookalatgane poermesiby a Mexican writer; firstly, we looked at them
in Spanish (once, with Mr Ganner reading one aloud in Spanish), and then we read the English
translations. Afterwards, pupils wrote their own poems using ideas and sentence structures similar to
those used in the Spanish poems.

Alex

It was great to see the variety of lessons during Mexico Day. Everyone learnt something new, both
pupils and staff! Birs Fisher, English Teacher

Question: What did you do for Mexico Day?
Answer: We looked at some poems written by a Mexican writer both in Spanish and
then in an English translation.

Question: What activity did you do?
Answer: We used some of the ideas in these translations to write our own poems.

Question: What do you know about Mexico?
Answer: | know that they speak Spanish, and that their family and culture are very
important to them! i

3 Question: Do you like Mexican food?
Answer | certainly do like Mexican food. | love fajitas, tacos, enchiladas and ch|II|s
as | ong as theybére not

Question: Who did you teach?
Answer: | had English lessons with 7T, 8B and 9K.

LEARNING

Question: Did you learn something new about Mexico?
Answer : I did not realise they celebrated ¢t




Question: What did you like about Mexico Day?
Answer: | think it's important for us to learn about other cultures' languages and
traditions. We might all travel to new places one day, and it's helpful to already know
about these countries.

\ Question: Would you like to go on holiday to Mexico? 4
Answer: | have always liked to travel widely. | travelled abroad a lot when | was
ounger, so | would love to visit Mexico one day with my family.

Question: Do you like being involved in the Modern Foreign Language Days?
Answer: | never learnt Spanish at school, but | did learn French and German. | have
forgotten most of it, but | think it's important to learn the language when you go to
those countries.

Question: Which country theme would you like the school to do next?
Answer:That 6 s a h aPerdapsjalEergpean country that is very close to us,
or maybe a more distant place like New Zeal and, as 16d | ove to




Mr Waters

Letdos see how well you know Me

1. What is the capital of Mexico
A) Guadalajara
B) Mexico City
C) Merinda

2. How many miles from the UK to Mexico?

2. A) 5,225 miles
B) 6,000 miles
C) 10,000 miles

3. What is the most popular Mexican food?
A) Fajitas
B) Tacos
C) Salsa

4. Which Mexican Engineer is famous for their development of colour televisions
systems?
A) Jorge Calvan
B) Pedro Celis
C) Gullermo Gonzales Camarena




5. What is a Sombrero made of?
A) Wool
B) Felt or Straw
C) Willow

6. What breed of dog was named after a Mexican State?
A) Jack Russell
B) Calupoh
C Chiuahah

7. What is the official language of Mexico?
A) Arabic
B) Spanish
C) Portuguese

8. Which old Mexican civilization rose during the 14th century?

A) The Aztecs
B) The Egyptians
C) The Greeks

9. Name a famous Mexican cartoon?
A) Tazmanian Deuvil
B) Speedy Gonzales
C) Son Goku

10. How many states does Mexico have?
A) 29
B) 33
C) 12

Answers are on page 33 and 34.
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